
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

SPEAKERS 



 
 
 
 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

                                                                         

  

Ambassador Baños Rivas is a career diplomat, and a Foreign Service official  dddddddddddddd 
since 1986. She has been posted at the Embassies in Panama, El Salvador, dddddddddddddd 
Trinidad and Tobago, Guatemala, Korea, Italy and the United States. She was dddddddddddddd 
Director General for Liaison with Civil Society Organizations at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. She 
has published articles, essays, book introductions and  chronicles about Latin America, public 
diplomacy, cultural diplomacy, international cooperation and citizen´s participation. She has a 
distinguished career as a cultural and educative official at the Ministry of Education, National 
Institute of Fine Arts, the International Cervantino Festival and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

 

 

Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS (since October 2019) 

 

Permanent Representative of Mexico to the OAS (since May 2019) 

A graduate of Sciences Po Paris, Mrs. Bengoa is an international, gender 
ggggggggggggggfffff  and public health specialist with 20 years’ experience working in 
ddddddddddddddddd ddeveloping countries. She initiated her career in strategic      
gggggggggggggggggg communications and public affairs at Weber Shandwick Worldwide 
ddddddddddddddddd    (France) and has then moved to an international role with several NGOs 
such as MSF and Terre des Hommes Foundation. She has initiated and grown Fondation 
CHANEL to become one of the European leaders for gender equality with projects supported in 
over 30 countries. Since 2013, Mrs. Bengoa has led the creation of the French National 
Committee for UN Women that she spearheads as honorary President. An active Board member 
of the French Foundation Center (CFF), she supports improved synergies among private donors. 
Since 2018 she joined the Board of the experimental social business Fleurs de Cocagne 
(Essonne) to enhance the development of local and sustainable flowers providing employment 
for marginalized women. 

Executive Director of Fondation Chanel 

 

Miren BENGOA                    Keynote speaker 

CEO of FHI 360 

 

Patrick FINE                                    Moderator 

FHI 360 is a non-profit human development organization dedicated to 
ddddddddddddddddd   improving lives in lasting ways by advancing integrated, locally driven 
dddddddddddddddd    solutions. Before joining FHI 360 in 2013, Mr. Fine served as the Vice 
ddddddddddddddddd President for Compact Operations at the Millennium Challenge 
ddddddddddddddddd   Corporation (MCC), where he helped to shape non-traditional approaches 
to U.S. bilateral assistance through his oversight of large-scale investments in low income 
countries. Mr. Fine is a frequent speaker on development and host of the podcast A Deeper 
Look, in which he examines critical human development issues journalists, technical experts, 
business leaders, policymakers, and courageous citizens around the world. 

Ambassador Hugh ADSETT 

Ambassador Adsett joined Canada’s Foreign Ministry in 1995 and has spent 

ddddddddddddd  much of his career in the Legal Affairs Bureau, including as Legal Adviser. In 

ddddddddddddd   2017, he served as director general of the Foreign Policy Bureau, and last year 

taught international law at Queen’s University in Canada. Ambassador Adsett has served abroad 

in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and at the Permanent Mission of Canada to the United Nations in New 

York and worked in Rwanda in 1995 as a United Nations Human Rights field officer. 

Ambassador Luz Elena BAÑOS RIVAS 

Ambassadors 

Speakers 

Permanent Observer of France to the OAS (since September 2018) 
Ambassador Anne de la BLACHE 

A career diplomat, Ambassador de la Blache notably served as Ambassador of 

dddddddddddddd France to Botswana and Special Representative to SADC (2013-2016) and as 

ddddddddddddd   First Counselor at the Embassy of France to the US (2008-2012). Prior to that, 

she held various positions in Madrid, Brussels and the UN as well as at the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs' headquarters. A mother of four and a passionate supporter and advocate of development 

through education and empowerment, with a special focus on young people and women, 

Ambassador de la Blache was also involved in the non-profit sector as a volunteer in these fields. 

Permanent Representative of Costa Rica to the OAS (since November 2018) 

 
Ambassador Solano Carboni began as a journalist en the “Grupo Nación” in dddddddddddddd 
Costa Rica in 1996, and since then, her career has been linked to the ddddddddddddd 
protection and promotion of human rights. She worked in government ddddddddddddd 
institutions, international organizations and organizations of civil society. She was listed by 
Forbes as one of the 50 most influential women of Central America in 2016, 2017 and 2018, and 
as one of the 40 most prominent Costa Ricans younger than 40.  

 

 

Ambassador Montserrat SOLANO CARBONI 

https://www.facebook.com/fleursdecocagne/about/?ref=page_internal


 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inter-American Commission on Human Rights first Special 
Rapporteur on Economic, Social Cultural and Environmental Rights 

 

 

Soledad GARCÍA MUÑOZ 

Mrs. García Muñoz is an argentine/Spanish attorney who has throughout  
ddddddddddddddd   her career led and participated in projects, research, and training  
ddddddddddddddddd    opportunities offered to public institutions, human rights defenders, social 
dddddddddddddddddd movements, journalists, and companies in connection with numerous 
aspects of human rights. She has worked as a consultant for various agencies of the United 
Nations, the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the OAS, the International Youth 
Organization (OIJ), among others. She served as Project Coordinator for CEDAW-Argentina for 
the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIHR) and also as the institute´s representative in 
South America.  She was a member of the Expert Group on Indicators of the Exercise of Women’s 
Rights of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM). 

 

 

Panel 1:  
Addressing the obstacles to 

advancing women’s economic 
rights and empowerment: 

national and inter-American 
initiatives 

Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women 

 

Alejandra MORA MORA 

Mrs Mora Mora is a jurist, feminist, researcher, Costa Rican politician,  dddddddddddddddddd 
and activist for women's rights. Minister for the Status of Women,  dddddddddddddddddd 
President of the National Institute of Women (INAMU) from 2014 to  dddddddddddddddddd 
2018 and Director of the Ombudsperson Office for Women  of the Office  dddddddddddddddddd 
of the Ombudsperson of Costa Rica until August 2019. She is the author  dddddddddddddddddd 
of a book and multiple articles on women's human rights. Mrs Mora Mora began her work as 
Executive Secretary of the CIM/OAS on August 16th 2019. 

 

 

Head of Gender, Diversity and Inclusion at IDB Invest 

 

Stephanie OUEDA CRUZ 

Mrs. Oueda Cruz is an award-winning Diversity and Inclusion Expert. dddddddddddddddddd  
She leads the advisory branch of IDB Invest which supports clients dddddddddddddddddd 
developing a diversity and inclusion strategy, identifying new markets dddddddddddddddddd 
and developing inclusive value chains that will include women and dddddddddddddddddd 
minority owned companies. Before joining IDB Invest, she was the dddddddddddddddddd 
Associate Director for Diversity & Inclusion in Coca-Cola European Partners, and Head of 
International Diversity at L’Oréal, obtaining several awards among them the #1 company for 
gender equality in the word. Mrs Oueda Cruz has received numerous awards for her work in 
diversity including Diversity Leader by the USA diversity Journal and Head of Diversity by the 
European Diversity Awards. She was also recognized as one of the top 40 diversity professionals 
in the world by The Times in 2017 and 2018. 

, 

Afro-descendants. 

 

Sr. Adviser to the Vice President (World Bank) Latin America and 
the Caribbean 

 

 

Alberto RODRIGUEZ, Ph.D. 

Dr. Rodriguez has led the policy dialogue and has been project leader 
dddddddddddddddddd for World Bank activities in over 30 countries; his technical career has 
ddddddddddddddddd  focused on skills and education, with particular emphasis on their 
ddddddddddddddddiiiii effects on national competitiveness and economic growth. Dr. 
dddddddddddddddddd Rodriguez is credited for authoring seminal analytical work linking 
education to competitiveness and economic growth. Prior to joining the World Bank, Dr. 
Rodriguez served as Technical Secretary of the Ministry of Education in Colombia.   

 

http://www.bancomundial.org/es/about/people/a/alberto-rodriguez
http://www.bancomundial.org/es/about/people/a/alberto-rodriguez


 
 
 
 

  

Founder of “NOVA BOSSA” 

 

Carolina FURUKRONA 

Panel 2:  
Highlighting concrete 

initiatives and solutions 

Mrs Furukrona believes that companies should only exist to be a force for dddddddddddddddddd   
good, and as a mother, aims to nurture a business that will help pave dddddddddddddddddd 
the way for the next generation by preserving the environment, ddddddddddddddddid 
honoring her cultural heritage and investing in women artisans to life dddddddddddddddddd 
societies. Her insatiable appetite for travel and entertaining, lifelong love dddddddddddddddddd 
of design and previous Director-level roles at the Smithsonian’s Archives of American Art, The 
European Institute and publicly-traded education software company Rosetta Stone, where she 
served as the Executive Director for Latin America and the Caribbean, made the sustainable 
luxury realm a fit and, hence, NOVA BOSSA was born.  

 

Executive Director of Pan-American Development Foundation 

 

Katie TAYLOR 

PADF is a non-profit which seeks to create a just, peaceful, and 
dddddddddddddddd      prosperous hemisphere where every person has the opportunity to thrive. 
Ddddddddddddddddd   Mrs. Taylor learned management and leadership at GE, working in health, 
dddddddddddddddddd high technology, financial services, satellites, and industrial transportation.  
Ddddddddddddddddd  With extensive experience in the private, public, and non-profit 
sectors, Mrs. Taylor has successfully led multi-million-dollar businesses, turned around 
organizations, launched new initiatives and business lines, and delivered results, impact, and 
organizational improvement. 

 

Director of Alliances at Pro Mujer 

Jessica OLIVAN 

Pro Mujer is a social enterprise that provides financial, health, and dddddddddddddddddd 
education services to women in Latin America. Mrs Olivan is also a  dddddddddddddddddd 
Founding Member of SheWorks!, and advisor to Bolder Group and dddddddddddddddddd 
ZIGLA Lab. Prior to these activities, she worked 12 years at the Inter- dddddddddddddddddd 
American Development Bank (IDB) Group in Washington DC. Her dddddddddddddddddd 
topics of expertise include: gender equality, women’s economic empowerment, gender-smart 
investing, social entrepreneurship and innovation, and financial inclusion. Jessica holds a 
Master's Degree in International Development from La Sorbonne University in Paris and a 
Bachelor's Degree with honors in International Relations from the National Autonomous 
University of Mexico (UNAM).  

 

 

Co-founder of “Phone2Action” 

 

Ximena HARTSOCK 

Phone2Action is a technology leader in civic engagement in the US. 
Before Phone2Action, Mrs. Hartsock was a member of the cabinet of 
former DC Mayor Adrian Fenty.  Among other recognitions she was 
listed by Forbes as one of 50 women that are “crushing tech” and in 
2020 the Washingtonian named her a Technology Titan. She is a 
member of the Board of the Washington Economic Club and the Board 
of Industry Leaders of the Consumer Technology Association. 

 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/allysonkapin/2019/02/20/50-women-led-startups-who-are-crushing-tech/#42b82ef952b3


 
 
 
 

 

 

Luis Almagro was elected Secretary General of the OAS in 2015, with the 
ddddddddddddddddd   unanimous support of 33 of the 34 member states and one abstention. 
Dddddddddddddddd     Upon taking up the leadership of the OAS, he announced that the central 
dddddddddddddddddd theme of his administration would be “more rights for more people” and  
ddddddddddddddddd   that he would work “to be the voice of the voiceless.” His priority at the 
helm of the General Secretariat is to put the Organization in touch with people’s needs and the 
new realities in the Hemisphere, as well as helping to ensure greater democracy, more security, 
and more development and prosperity for all. As Secretary General, Almagro has prioritized 
defense of democracy and human rights in his daily work and has not hesitated to speak out 
when democracy and human rights are being trampled. A career diplomat, he has extensive 
regional and international experience. Almagro was his country’s foreign minister from March 
1, 2010 to March 1, 2015. He was also ambassador to China for five years, after occupying senior 
diplomatic posts in his country’s foreign ministry and at its embassies in Germany and Iran. 

Secretary-General of the OAS 

 

Luis ALMAGRO 

Regional Director of UN Women 

 

Maria-Noel VAEZA 

Maria-Noel joins UN Women from UNOPS Headquarters in Copenhagen, 
dddddddddddddddddd where she served as the Director for Global Portfolio Services Office and 
ddddddddddddddddd  Partnerships Practice Group, and was responsible for the operational 
ddddddddddddddddd  results of UNOPS global portfolios and for the establishment of UNOPS  
dddddddddddddddddd strategic partnerships.  Maria-Noel previously served as the Regional 
Director of UNOPS for Latin America and the Caribbean (LCO), responsible for a regional portfolio 
of 270 projects in 22 countries with a total budget of $ 2.4 billion for the 2007-2013 period and an 
annual average delivery of nearly $ 400 million. She spent fourteen years at UNDP, where she 
held various posts including Senior Advisor, Deputy Resident Representative in Paraguay, and 
Senior Manager for the Recovery, Reconciliation and Reform Program. Prior to joining UNDP, 
Maria-Noel held multiple positions in Uruguay’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, including as Political 
Counselor in Uruguay’s Embassy to the US and as Delegate of Uruguay to the UN General 
Assembly. She was also the alternate Representative of Uruguay to the World Bank Board of 
Directors. 

Conclusion 


